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Dear Team Coaches,

 

TOURNAMENT TIME IS COMING!!  I know each of you has put an enormous amount of time and energy into helping to be sure your teams are ready.  The judges and referees are eager to see your teams in action.

 

I thought you might want to have a run down on the events of the day.  Attached are important documents that include release forms, the general schedule, your tournament team number assignment, the judging schedule, the match schedule, team introduction forms, a map of the location, tournament rules and a description of the awards to be presented.
 

REGISTRATION WILL OPEN AT 8:00AM AND WE EXPECT TO CONCLUDE BY 4:45PM.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING RELEASE FORMS (attached to this email) FOR EACH TEAM MEMBER INCLUDING COACHES AND MENTORS WITH YOU and FOUR COPIES OF THE TEAM INTRODUCTION FORM.  IN ADDITION TO RELEASE FORMS, YOU NEED TO BRING YOUR ROBOT, YOUR LAPTOP COMPUTER IN ORDER TO REFINE YOUR PROGRAMMING, BRING YOUR PROGRAMS ON A DISK OR JUMP DRIVE JUST IN CASE YOUR COMPUTER GOES DOWN, ANY MATERIALS NEEDED FOR YOUR RESEARCH PRESENTATION, FOOD AND DRINKS TO SUSTAIN YOU AND THE TEAM UNTIL THE TOURNAMENT CLOSES.  YOU DO NOT NEED TO BRING YOUR TABLE OR MAT WITH MISSION PIECES.  WE WILL HAVE TABLES FOR PRACTICE AND FOR THE TOURNAMENT PRESET FOR YOU. 

 

At the registration table, you will receive your kit which will include the tournament program, two judge notification forms and other assorted surprises.

 

Once registered, you may proceed directly to the pit area.  Find your table and unload your robot, your laptop and any materials needed for your team's research presentation.  You will be able to sign up to practice on the practice tables and/or on the actual tournament tables which will be set up and ready.  This would be a good time to find the teams you are scheduled to meet in each of the challenge rounds to discuss completing the alliance mission.  Remember that part of FIRST LEGO League is helping others.  If you need help or can provide help to others, the pit area is the place to be! 

 

AT 8:30AM THERE WILL BE A MEETING FOR ALL THE TEAM COACHES IN THE GYM AREA TO GO OVER THE TOURNAMENT RULES AND TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT AT LEAST ONE TEAM COACH FROM EACH TEAM ATTEND THIS MEETING.
 

From 9:15AM-NOON, formal judging will take place.  Please remember to keep an eye on the time so that you do not miss your official judging sessions!  Attached to this mailing are schedules for judging, for the challenge rounds and a listing of all 44 teams and their tournament assignment number.  Please refer to the schedule attached.  Following the schedule, for example, if you are team 1, you would report to ROOM A for Technical Design judging at 9:15AM.  Only team members can enter the room.  They will demonstrate their robot on the table in the room for five minutes.  They will answer questions posed by the judges for five minutes.  Then, they will be excused.  At 10:00AM, team 1 will report to ROOM E to give their Research Presentation.  Anyone can attend this presentation.  The team will have five minutes to make their presentation.  Then, the judges will pose questions for five minutes.  Then, they will be excused.  At 11:00AM, team 1 will report to ROOM I for their Teamwork evaluation.  Only team members can enter the room.  They will be asked to participate in a teamwork activity.  Then, they will be excused.  Please remember not to discuss or share any information about the Teamwork challenge until after all teams have competed.  When not involved in formal judging sessions, the teams are welcome to continue working on their robot programming and practice on the tables.  There will also be a corner for LEGO construction the old fashioned way - just for fun and play.  Thousands of pieces will be provided at the table.  Team members can bring their imaginations!

 

At 1:00PM, the Opening Ceremonies will begin.  A brief introduction of the challenge match will be given, people will be acknowledged and thanked, and the Challenge Matches will begin!  The public is invited to attend!  Bring cheerleaders, have cheers, have signs, and make noise!  There will be a disc jockey providing background music beginning at approximately 11AM!  This IS the FUN part of the day.  There will be a large video screens focused on the table action as the challenges are run making it easier for guests to see what is happening on the table.  Our Master of Ceremonies will be providing play by play descriptions of the action.
 

Each team is scheduled for 3 rounds at the Challenge Match table.  Each round is exactly 2 minutes and 30 seconds long.  Remember, only two team members may be at the tournament table at a time.  You can switch team members at any time.  Complete as many missions as possible in whatever order you'd like within the 2 minutes and 30 seconds.  Your highest scoring round will be counted as your performance score.

 

Challenge Matches should be concluded by 3:20PM.  We will have a brief break to enable the judges to compile their final scores.  During the break, there will be a guest speaker who will address Climate Connections.
 

By 4:00PM, the Awards Ceremony will begin.  All team members will be assembled on the gym floor.  Each team will be called for recognition and each team member will be awarded a participation medal.  Multiple trophies will be awarded for Robot Design, Research Presentation, Teamwork, Performance Score, Special Recognition and the Tournament Champion Award.  Remember, you don't have to come in first in anything in order to be eligible for the Champion Award.  You just have to be a solid participant with good FLL values.

 

I hope this has answered most of the questions you may have about the Tournament Day.  If there is anything I have left out, please do not hesitate to email me or give me a call.  We are looking forward to a GREAT tournament.  See you all on December 6!!

 

Sincerely,

Barbara Pailet

Louisiana State Tournament Partner

